
Host Town Symposium (February 25, 2019) 

(at Nanyo-City Hall : Shelter Nanyo) 
 

On February 25, 2019, “Tokyo Olympic Paralympic Games Host Town Symposium” was held in 

Nanyo-City, Yamagata, Japan. 

Ambassador Shinada who visited the city, gave a lecture and introduced some of the culture, 

history and sports of Barbados. 

Two young feamale athletes (Ms. Onoh-Obashi Okey: Judo, Ms. Sonia Gaskin: Athletic sports) 

and a steel pan player (Ms. Ariel Nurse) joined the symposium with Ms. Dawn Springer who is 

Coordinator for International Relations in Nanyo-City. 

In addition, the Barbadian athletes had an opportunity to train and exchange sports knowledge 

with Nanyo City students at local schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

From left Mr. Takao Shiraiwa Mayor of Nanyo-City, Ambassador Shinada 

Ambassador Shinada gives a lecture about Barbados 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel Discussion 

 

From left Ms. Dawn Springer (Coordinator for International Relations in Nanyo-City) 

                       Ms. Onoh-Obashi Okey (Judo) 

Ms. Sonia Gaskin (Athletic sport) 

Ms. Ariel Nurse (Steel pan player) 

Ambassador Shinada 

     

Playing and Introducing of Steel pan 



Sports Exchange 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judo: Ms. Onoh-Obashi Okey with Nanyo-City Judo Federation members 

Athletic sports: Ms. Sonia Gaskin with Nanyo-City Athletic Sports 

Association (junior members) 



Cultural Experience 

  

 

 

 

 

Tea ceremony experience 

Taken from Yamagata Newspaper, February 26, 2019  


