
       October 9, 2019 

      

Handing Over Ceremony for Japan’s Grant Assistance to the Commonwealth of 

Dominica (Disaster Relief Equipment Procured under the FY2015 Economic and 

Social Development Program (Disaster Prevention)) 

 

On the morning of October 9, 2019, the Handing Over Ceremony for equipment 

procured under the Japan’s grant assistance took place at Winsor Park Stadium in Roseau, 

Dominica and was attended by Ambassador of Japan Tatsuo Hirayama, Senator the 

Honorable Francine Baron, Minister for Foreign and CARICOM Affairs and other 

representatives of the agencies concerned. 

 

This grant assistance provides Dominica, which was affected by Hurricanes, with 

relevant equipment to enhance its resilience to natural disasters. 

 

During the ceremony, Ambassador Hirayama mentioned that Japan and Dominica have 

similar challenges as island countries, and maintain excellent relations based on their 

shared fundamental values, and therefore, that it is imperative for both countries to 

enhance resilience to natural disasters. Ambassador Hirayama emphasized that the 

equipment provided would surely contribute to that end, and hoped the equipment would 

be utilized effectively and efficiently. 

 

Minister Baron mentioned that Dominica appreciated Japan’s assistance in a wide 

range of areas, in particular, its assistance in the areas of climate change and disaster 

prevention, which are of utmost importance to Dominica. Minister Baron also said that 

the equipment provided by Japan after the two Hurricanes worth 9 million EC dollars, not 

only enhanced response ability of relief agencies here but raised the overall resiliency, 

which was appreciated so much. 

 

Ambassador Hirayama then handed over the key to a relief vehicle to Minister Baron. 

 

The Government of Japan will continue to support disaster prevention, environment, 

energy, waste management and fisheries in order to promote friendly relations and mutual 

understanding with the Caribbean and overcome the vulnerabilities inherent to small 

island countries.  

 



 

His Excellency Ambassador Hirayama addresses attendees  

 

Senator the Honourable Francine Baron and His Excellency Ambassador Hirayama shake hands in front of disaster 

reduction equipment 

 
A selection of disaster reduction equipment 


