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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Commissioning ceremony for Fish and Meat Hall Project in Suriname 
 

A Commissioning Ceremony for the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Project (GGP) 
entitled “The Project for the Renovation of the Fish and Meat Hall of the Kwatta Agricultural Market” 
was held at 11:30 am on Wednesday 20th October 2021. The Ceremony, which marks project 
completion, was held at the newly renovated market in Kwattaweg, Paramaribo, Suriname, with the 
presence of His Excellency Mr. Chandrikapersad Santokhi, President of the Republic of Suriname; His 
Excellency Mr. P. Sewdien, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries; Mrs. S. Sital-
Hirasingh, District Commissioner of District Wanica North-West; Vijay Jarbandhan, Chairman and 
Board Member of S. Kisoensingh Kwatta Agricultural Market Foundation; and other stakeholders. 
 
Stichting S. Kisoensingh Kwatta Agricultural Market received a grant totaling US$115,218 from the 
Government of Japan for the renovation and expansion of facilities, particularly a refrigerated fish 
and meat hall. This project is expected to increase the suppliers’ access to consumers and improve 
the sanitation and hygiene in the market so that it meets international standards. 
 
Mr. Nobuaki Hanawa, First Secretary, represented the Embassy at the ceremony and delivered 
remarks on behalf of the Government of Japan. Mr. Hanawa conveyed regards from Ambassador 
Tatsuo Hirayama, who was unable to attend and applauded the perseverance and enthusiastic 
efforts of the staff at Kwatta in ensuring the project was funded and seeing it through to completion. 
He especially recognised the significant contribution of Mr. Ewald Blankendal, former chairman of 
the Board, who tragically passed away before seeing the completion of this project. Highlighting the 
enduring relationship between Suriname and Japan, Mr. Hanawa also spoke about the two 
countries’ shared fundamental values and referred to the project as a symbol of the two countries’ 
friendship and cooperation. 
 
Remarks were also delivered by President Santokhi, who thanked the Government of Japan for its 
partnership and contribution to the project, noting that the project is an example of Suriname’s 
efforts to expand capacity in its agriculture sector. The President explained that the agriculture 
sector plays an important part in the direction of development for Suriname and, as an agricultural 
country, Suriname could contribute to Japan’s food security, creating win-win relationships. The 
President also mentioned that he hopes the Ambassador can visit Suriname again soon.   
 
In his remarks, Vijay Jarbandhan recounted the history and growth of the Kwatta Agricultural Market 
and emphasised the role of the Embassy of Japan in the market’s progress and development over 
the years, through the provision of several grants through the GGP scheme. Today, producers come 
from 7 different districts - Wanica, Paramaribo, Saramacca, Coronie, Nickerie, Commewijne and Para 
- to sell at the market which opens 4 days a week. Looking forward, the Foundation plans to identify 
and certify large-scale farmers with an eye toward export within CARICOM. 
 
To date, through the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects scheme, Japan has 
supported 19 local development projects in Suriname totaling 1.4 US million dollars. The 
Government of Japan welcomes further opportunities to work with the Government and the People 
of Suriname, with a view to strengthening the bonds of friendship and mutual understanding which 
exist between the two countries. 
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His Excellency Chandrikapersad Santokhi, President of the 

Republic of Suriname with other notable attendees who delivered 
remarks 

 
Cutting of the ribbon of the newly renovated market in Kwattaweg, 

Paramaribo, Suriname 

 
The fish and meat hall at the newly renovated market in 

Kwattaweg, Paramaribo, Suriname. 

 

 
His Excellency Chandrikapersad Santokhi, President of the 

Republic of Suriname delivers remarks 
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His Excellency Parmanand Sewdien, Minister of Agriculture, 

Animal Husbandry and Fisheries delivers remarks 

  
Mr. Nobuaki Hanawa, First Secretary at the Embassy of Japan in 

Trinidad and Tobago delivers remarks 

 
 

 
Mrs. Suraksha Sital-Hirasingh, District Commissioner of District 

Wanica North-West delivers remarks 

 

 
Mr Vijay Jarbandhan, Chairman and Board Member of S. 

Kisoensingh Kwatta Agricultural Market Foundation delivers remarks 
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