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Completion Ceremony for Hospitality Training Facility in Antigua and Barbuda 

 
A Completion Ceremony for the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Project 
(GGP) entitled, “The Project for the Construction of Hospitality Training Facility at Gilbert 
Agricultural & Rural Development Center (GARD)”, was held on Wednesday 24 November, 
2021. The Center received a grant totaling US $89,629 from the Government of Japan for the 
construction of new training facility which provides vocational training and business advice to 
young persons. 
 
Ambassador Tatsuo Hirayama attended ceremony with the presence of His Excellency, Sir 
Rodney Williams, Governor General of Antigua and Barbuda, His Excellency Dr. Maxwell 
Francis, Non-Resident Ambassador to Japan, Bishop Everald Galbraith, Chairman, GARD 
Center Board, Mrs. Eusalyn Lewis, Vice Chairperson, GARD Center Board, Mrs. June Jackson, 
Executive Director, GARD Center, representatives from Ministry of Tourism and Ministry of 
Agriculture and media persons.  
 
In his remarks, Ambassador Hirayama congratulated Antigua and Barbuda for the 40th 
anniversary of its independence and stated that he was honored to attend the completion 
ceremony of this project, for which he signed the agreement in January, 2020.  He praised 
the GARD Center for completing the construction of the facility on schedule despite the 
challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and thanked all those involved for their efforts 
and persistence. The Ambassador also noted that the completion of the facility was timely 
to provide training opportunities for tourism sector as tourist have begun travelling to the 
region again.  He expressed his hope that the Center will serve as new symbol of 
cooperation between the two countries. 
 
Ambassador Francis stated that this new facility has a great significance as it is critical for this 
center to improve productivities. Ambassador Francis also acknowledged Japan’s long-time 
support and partnership in other sectors such as fisheries and wished many visitors from 
Japan to Antigua and Barbuda in the future as the tourism sector is highly important for the 
country. 
 
The GARD Center participants explained that the construction of the facility had been 
completed in August and that the procurement of necessary equipment is going on, so that 
trainings courses using the new facility would start in January next year. They expressed their 
deep appreciation to Japan as this project is a third assistance from Japan. 
 
The Government of Japan welcomes continue to work with Antigua and Barbuda, with a view 
towards strengthening the bonds of friendship and mutual understanding. 
 



 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Economic Affairs and Development Cooperation Section 

Embassy of Japan in Trinidad and Tobago 

Tel: (868)-628-5991/3 Ext. 219/234 

E-mail: ecocoop@po.mofa.go.jp 
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