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Handover Ceremony for the Project for the Provision of a Minibus  

to the Dominica Red Cross Society 

 

The Handover Ceremony for the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security 

Projects (GGP) entitled "The Project for the Provision of a Minibus to the Dominica Red 

Cross Society" was held on Saturday 23rd April 2022, in Roseau, Commonwealth of 

Dominica. The Dominica Red Cross Society received a grant totalling US$35,267 from 

the Government of Japan to procure a vehicle that would allow them to transport 

volunteers and deliver various services throughout the island, including disaster 

management and medical assistance. 

 

Ambassador MATSUBARA Yutaka attended the ceremony together with Mr. Lucien 

Blackmoore, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Sports, Culture and Community 

Development; Mr. Reginald Winston, President of Dominica Red Cross Society; Mrs. 

Sandra Charter-Rolle, Director of the Dominica Red Cross; Mr. Cools-Lartigue, Honorary 

Consul General of Japan; and other stakeholders. 

 

Ambassador Matsubara expressed his great pleasure at being able to attend the 

ceremony in person together with all the distinguished guests and participants. 

He acknowledged the excellent, long-standing, cooperative relationship between 

Commonwealth of Dominica and Japan, based on shared universal values including 

democracy, human rights and the rule of law. Ambassador Matsubara also highlighted 

the two countries’ shared experiences with worsening natural disasters and applauded 

the Dominica Red Cross Society’s indispensable support in the face of such 

emergencies. 

 

In his remarks, Mr. Winston thanked the Government of Japan for their support. He 

explained that the contribution will strengthen communication and collaboration 

amongst the Red Cross branches across Dominica. Furthermore, it will assist the 

organisation in achieving its mandate by increasing its capacity to deliver education, 

trainings and emergency relief services. 

 

In her vote of thanks, Mrs. Charter-Rolle shared her deep appreciation for the support 



 
For further information, please contact: 
Economic Affairs and Development Cooperation Section 
Embassy of Japan in Trinidad and Tobago 
Tel: (868)-628-5991/3 Ext. 219/234 
E-mail: ecocoop@po.mofa.go.jp 

received from the Government of Japan. She admitted that although it was not always 

a smooth process, the team persevered and was able to see the project to completion. 

 

The Government of Japan welcomes further opportunities to work with the Government 

of the Commonwealth of Dominica, with a view toward strengthening the bonds of 

friendship and mutual understanding which exist between the two countries. 

 

 

Reginald Winston, President of the Dominica 

Red Cross Society, delivers remarks 

 

Ambassador MATSUBARA Yutaka delivers remarks 

 

Mr. Winston and Ambassador Matsubara cut 

the ribbon to commission the minibus. 

 

(from left to right) Ambassador Matsubara, Mr. 

Winston, Mr. Cools-Lartigue (Honorary Consul-

General of Japan), Mrs. Matsubara, Mrs. Charter-

Rolle (Director of the Dominica Red Cross), Mr. Sato 

(Second Secretary, Embassy of Japan) and Mr. 

Blackmoore (Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 

Sports, Culture and Community Development)   

 


